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Is Bill Frist Fit to be Governor?

A Look at t he For mer Senator o

Recently,doctor and former senator Bill Frist expressed interest in entering the 2010 raptate
Phi l Bredesen as Tennesseeods n eSertinelGskedehimnto r . Wh
confirm, Frist said,” Aipossibly. I wi || consi der

Throughout his political career, Frist has made his medical background a central part of his campaign
biography. In light of the worsening healthcare crisis that Tennessee is facing, Registered Nurses from
NNOC Tennesséethe Tennessee branch of the National Nurses Organizing Connittee
undertaken the task of r e s e a regehtowards afkswarisgtttes h e a
guestion, Al sGoBermbP 0 Fri st Fit to be

Section1: TennCae and Fristdos Failure
Tennesseeds health care system is not only br
statt’Es pecial ly tragic has b e eMeditallproghm todlowmemeof Ten

patients. Eliminating the healthcare safety net for hundreds of thousands of Tennesseans has resulted in
a series of personal tragedies, like that which residEmy Inman describes in his letter to the Former
Senator:

For over ten years, my wife Debbie was on TennCstie had to be.Her medicines cost about $700 per

month while my retirement check was just over $800 per month.With a house note and billswe pay
couldndét afford the medicine on our own. TennCare kerp

In March or April of 2005, Debbie received a letter telling her that her TennCare was ending. She would

not have health coverage.Shortly thereafter, Debbie was owdi€ime and there were no more refills. All

summer, Debbie did not take her medicine.No blood pressure medicine.No medicine for her heart
failure. No medicine for her lung problems. No medi cin

On Saturday, August??, Debbie felt weak. She could not climb the stairs.l got her upstairs and helped her
lay down.l went to shut the door, and when | came back she was sick in the bathroom.

I called my son, O6Come home. Your madnads sick and we

He got home and picked up Debbie to carry her to the car.Debbie passed out.l called the ambulance.When

they arrived, her pulse was normal and she was breathing.They took her to the ER.I told the doctors about

her aneurysm.They did a CAT scanWhen theyrur ned the doctor told me Deb
bleeding.

| went to Debbie who was now awake.She reached out and grabbed my hand.

60h, Papa, please make it go away! 6

And those were the last words | ever heard from her.They were the last words sheler sp
On Sunday, August 28, she died.

Senator Frist, you are a doctor and a lawmaker. | am now a widower. My Debbie should not have died at
the age of 50. Make sure that no one else dies too soon.Please.

Debbi e | n fobowdlthe deasmrt by Governor Phil Bredesen to cut 200,000 patients from
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TennCare, grogram initially intended to expand health coverage to all current Medicaid recipients
plus an additional 500,000 leincome Tennesseafd

Throughout the 90s the programdhaemarkable success as Tennessgeo st ed t he best
nation for health insurance &BRuvatier Bragesendobk offitei | dr e
in 2002, TennCare ame wunder atbaapkoxireatkt yngODcpsligstD of t
patients los[ing] their cov e fThogescutocaused aswellin@inr mo |
the ranks of the uninsured in Tennessee, resulting in more than 800,000 Tennesseans without coverage
by the end of 2008.

The tragic part ishat these cuts did not have to happen. In 2005, Xesk procured$1.5 billion in

federal funds to save their Medicaid progrés.therSenate Majority Leader, Bill Frist could have
advocated for similar assistance for his constituents. Instead, wheasttesy for his help, they were

turned away. Gordon Bonnyman of the Tennessee Justice Center recounts the work done requesting
the Former Senatorods assistance:

Tennessee doctors, clergy and ordinary citizens have been imploring him since early lasttsutomer
something to forestall the cutsé The Southern Chri st
Juneé TennCare enrollees in wheelchairs went to Fri:
The president of the SCLC Memplikapteracaompanied by other clergy, hawdrried a copy of the

82205 | etter to Sen. Frist os'“ WaOanh iOcgtoobne ro f2fdiécae Noans h¥

ministeré returned to Washington, accompanied by se
deceased TennCae pati ent . They visited Fristods Senate offi
certificate containing the attending physician6s not
was the failure®to get his medicine.?d

While Jerry Inman andtbers called ortheir Senator for help in securing more federal dollars for
TennCare, Senator Frist idly sat by, leaving Governor Bredesen to continuslhisgbi on the poor
and needy.
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Section 2: Fristos Financi al rTyibess Qoor pHQAa taen dDo
a. HCA Background

HCA0t he first hospital managementd vaoaefpuadedin and t
1968 by Dr. Thomas Fri st , Ssfathemanddrotber, respéctivelyhas Fr
with a business partnédenown as the fbrainso b¥HhhemoitKent uck
consolidate hospital ownership into one corporation and run the facilities like the franchise concept
practiced by a fast food chaih.

The first warning si gpnoritzihg ptdfisiodespatierd cak eame ipn 1988 wa r d
when a scandal over illegal claims against Medicare revealed HCA business practozgquen
defrauding Medicare.

iln 1991éthe company had charged Med$l6,@0worthH or such i
of Tiffany pitchers for HCA executives, and $28,000 for a humanitarian award given to two HCA
staffers. o

Adding fuel to the fraud claims, James Alderson, an accountant with an HCA facility in Montana,

came forward to report that he had béema s ked t o keep two sets of | e
expenses the hospital claimed when billing Medicare, the second containing more accurate
information regardi'hg rei mbursement cl ai ms. o

In 1994, HCA merged with Columbia Healthcare to form Columbia&H&LC$20 billion company with

more than 350 hospitals, 145 outpatient surgery centers, 550 home care agencies, and additional
ancillary businesseSThis merger did not come without costs to patients. According to Maggie Mahar

in her bookMoney Driven Meditme: The Real Reason Health Care Costs So Much

I nternal records showed that at Col umbi a/ HCAé execlL
reducing infections or | owering death rates, but on

andsugery cases fooulrn hl 95 ,Codruembi ads administrators wo
of their salariecsor mor e. When bonuses become that | argeét he)

incentves. They invite fraud'®

In 1997, Columbia/HCA was raided lthe Federal Bureau of Investigation in five stafesfter the
dust had settled, the chairagvcharged with a myriad of offenses, including:

lllegally structuring business deals so Medicare picked up the cost of corporate expenses
Providing doctors witlkickbacks for patient referrals

Misidentifying marketing expenses as reimbursable patient costs

Claiming that idle hospital space was being used for patient care

Increasing Medicare billing by inflating the seriousness of illnesses

Charging forunnecessary laboratory tests

Billing for services to patients that did not qualify for such taté

Ultimately the company would have to pay $1.7 bilffbim criminal and civil fines, the largest civil
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fraud settlement the country had ever séen.
b. Bill Fri st andHealthcare Corporation Donations

Throughout his career, Frist has shown a remarkable ability to garner donations from healthcare
corporations. | n 19®3%13milioif’d wds madkhroogh hisfinvastments s wo r t
Columbia/HCA Thatyear, in order to win his first election to the Senate, he had to spend $9.8 million,

$6.2 million of which came from his own pocK&Thus, Frisfoundhis personal wealth, and political
career, intimately tied to the performance his

In 2000, rather then rely on HCA profits, Frist turned to other donors, a high percentage of which came
from other healthcare corporations. According to the Center for Responsive Politics, during the 1995 to
2000 fundraising cycle, the Senator received $9Z@8 to fund his reelection bfOut of this grand

total, health care and health care related indu$trinated $1,671,328r 17percenbf his total war

chest (see table$).

Indrvidual Health Care Indusines
Professional | Health Care
O aaea | Industies | Incusties | oatn | "o Fonrmprautnes | el
; ; ursing naUrance rvi
Combined Combined | Professionals Health Products it

Money Reised | 58,681,265 | 34,282 883 | 31,671,328 | 3825504 5267075 5260373 5219577 | 598,800

of Total Money
Raised NIA 44%, 17% 9% % 3% 2% 1%
%% of Total Money
Raised from All WA A 30% 108, 69% 6% L 2%
Industries

The numbers above incluad contributions frontcompanies and political action committees (PACS),
including subsidiaries and affiliates, as well as their respective members, employees, owners, and their
relatives. Looking solely at donations from PACshe political branches of corporations, is also
instructive:

Section 3: Fristoés Voting Record Favors Donor
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